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of evading ecclesiastical tyranny. All classes were subjected to
this system; while at the same time monks were placed over
the parish priests, and kept the people perpetually employed
in "processions, preachings, and penances"; accusations multi-
plied, while pardon for imaginary offences was only to be
obtained by the payment of large sums of money to the
ecclesiastics

Disgusted with this state of things, Prince Ferdinand, being
now twenty-two, desired to be allowed to proceed on a tour
to see the world; but was kept for two years before Cosimo
would agree to let him go. In 1687, however, Ferdinand was
allowed to depart on a tour in northern Italy, after being
first betrothed to the Princess Violante Beatrice of Bavaria.
In November 1688 he returned, and the marriage was carried
out with a most gorgeous display of magnificence. A special
gate was opened in the wall of the city near the Porta San
Gallo, and through this the Princess Violante was drawn, in
a car profusely studded with gems, to a chapel erected for
the occasion; there she was crowned by Cosimo with the
Grand Ducal crown, and thence was conducted to the Palace
in a procession of the most extravagant splendour; after
which the marriage was performed in the cathedral.7

Prince Ferdinand was the hope of all those who desired to
see a better state of things dawn upon Tuscany. High-
spirited, full of ability, and fond of art and science, he had
become the centre round whom gathered all who were learned8
and cultured, and all that portion of Florentine society which
had no taste for the atmosphere of hypocrisy which pervaded
the court. But his father contrived to bring these bright pros-
pects to ruin. Ferdinand was as energetic and resolute as his
father was weak and undecided, and being eager to employ
his abilities to some useful purpose, desired to take a part
in public affairs; but Cosimo refused to permit him to do so.
Disgusted at a fatuous style of government which was drag-
ging the country to ruin, forced to be the daily witness of
errors and follies which he was not allowed to remedy, and